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PHOTOBYTS IMPMUKENGE
Dr. Melva Wilson Costen Retires from ITC on a High Note
The rhythmic quick steps of her approach and departure and the syncopat¬ed cadence of her words spoken with precision as though striking notes onthe keyboard will he greatly missed. After more than thirty years of impart¬ing knowledge of the artistry and essence of denominational liturgy to
thousands of students at the Interdenominational Theological Center (ITC), Dr.
Melva Wilson Costen will retire. Tire official retirement date is June 30, 2005.
' Without question, Dr. Costen is an icon in church music and worship. She has been
the Helmar Emil Nielsen Professor of Music and Worship at ITC, a position she has
esteemed since its creation in 1988.
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Michael A. Battle
President
It is gratifying to have goodnews to share with you aboutour ongoing efforts to upholdthe legacy of ecumenical
excellence in seminary relational
cooperation, academic acumen, and
fiscal integrity attributed to the ITC.
Better still, we are now on the thresh¬
old of several major achievements.
The coming academic year will find
us technological equipped and engaged
in the expansion of our capacity to reach
persons across the nation with a desire to study within the framework
of the Black theological ecumenical milieu offered only at the ITC. We
have submitted a proposal to both the Southern Association of
Colleges and Schools and the Association of Theological Schools to
begin interactive distance learning in remote locations. I shall share
details with you after our proposal is approved.
Our physical environment will take on significant changes
within the next five months in keeping with the Strategic Goals
that were collectively developed among our faculty, staff, and
students. ITC’s deferred maintenance objectives have become
the first order of the day, thanks to a generous gift from the
Robert Woodruff Foundation.
The class of 2005 graduates one hundred twenty-four per¬
sons in our degreed programs. The Certificate of Theology
Program continues to grow in number of students and regional
locations with 118 graduates this year. Alumni chapters are
being cultivated and nurtured through an intensive outreach
effort to both graduates of degree and certificate programs.
As you read this issue of The Lantern, you should be more
cognizant of institutional advancement throughout the campus
— with our faculty appointments, program expansions, scholar¬
ly achievements, community engagements, and spiritual focus.
It is my great joy to work with Dr. Melva Wilson Costen in closer
proximity, as I knew her prior to becoming president of ITC. I join
with the entire ITC family in wishing her the blessing of God as she
retires from her position as the Helmar Nielsen Professor of Music
and Worship. She will be sorely missed by all. We are indeed most
appreciative for her contributions to this institution through her work
here and as an ambassador of excellence for us across the globe.
Lastly, let me say how much I appreciate the communication
I get from you through calls, cards, letters and visits to the ITC
campus. I trust that our work here will engender even more of
your involvement and continued support as we move forward.
With Best Regards,
A
—
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Interdenominational Theological Center
“50 Years and Counting”
Strategic Goals - 2004 to 2014
Strategic Goal 1: Enhance the academic life of ITC by build¬
ing UPON EXISTING FACULTY STRENGTHS AND
INCREASING INSTITUTIONAL RESOURCES IN EACH
DEGREE PROGRAM, JOINT DEGREE PROGRAM,
continuing/distance EDUCATION PROGRAM,
AND THE LIBRARY TO ADVANCE AND IMPROVE
ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE AND PRODUCTIVITY.
Strategic Goal 2: Foster a collaborative and intellectually
STIMULATING COMMUNITY THAT PROMOTES AN
ETHOS OF ACADEMIC FREEDOM, MUTUAL
RESPECT, AND INTEGRITY, HIGH EXPECTATIONS OF
ACADEMIC, SPIRITUAL, AND PROFESSIONAL
ACHIEVEMENT AND WORK PRODUCTIVITY FOR ITS
STUDENTS, FACULTY, ADMINISTRATORS AND
STAFF AND PROVIDES COMMUNITY RITUALS AND
PROGRAMS IN ORDER TO ENGENDER LOYALTY,
COMMITMENT AND A SENSE OF COMMUNITY.
Strategic Goal 3: Reorganize and strengthen Information
Technology, to ensure excellent support of
BOTH THE ACADEMIC AND ADMINISTRATIVE FUNC¬
TIONS of the Center and the deployment of
NEW AND INNOVATIVE TEACHING AND RESEARCH
TECHNOLOGIES AS THEY BECOME AVAILABLE.
Strategic Goal 4: Enhance student life at ITC by building
UPON EXISTING STUDENT SERVICES AND INSTITU¬
TIONAL RESOURCES TO INCREASE THE QUALITY
AND DELIVERY OF SERVICES TO STUDENTS.
Strategic Goal 5: Improve recruitment, retention and grad¬
uation OF AN ECUMENICALLY DIVERSE STUDENT
BODY THAT IS PREPARED ACADEMICALLY AND
SPIRITUALLY TO PROVIDE LEADERSHIP FOR THE
Church and the global community.
Strategic Goal 6: Enhance fiscal stability of the Center by
DIVERSIFYING REVENUE RESOURCES TO INCREASE
CONTRIBUTIONS FROM BOTH THE PUBLIC AND
PRIVATE SECTORS OF THE ECONOMY.
Strategic Goal 7: Enhance the ability and accountability of
ALL DIVISIONS AND LEVELS OF THE CENTER TO
PROVIDE EXCELLENT SERVICE, SUFFICIENT
RESOURCES, EFFICIENT OPERATIONS, AND A
HUMANE ATMOSPHERE TO ALL STUDENTS, FAC¬
ULTY, ADMINISTRATORS AND STAFF.
Strategic Goal 8: Strengthen integration of institutional
PLANNING, COMMUNICATIONS, AND OPERA¬
TIONS. t
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Costen Retires cont’d
In a letter, read at ITC’s banquet trib¬
ute to Dr. Costen, Helmar Emil Nielsen,
benefactor of the chair at ITC, wrote,
“For all the history of fine minds and
intellectual enterprise at ITC, I want to
contend that it has been her collection of
amusing, bemusing and altogether
authentic characters like Copher,
Richardson, and Jim Costen among oth¬
ers who have lived and worked in her
halls, that have made the institution and
given it a lasting quality. You have
invested so much of yourself in ITC. I
want you to know that I believe your soul
is real and your soul is in the air and wood¬
work of ITC. I am proud to have my name
associated with your work.”
More than an instructor at ITC, Dr.
Melva, Ma’ Melva, Dr. “C”, are among
tenns of endeannent ascribed to her. To
many students and colleagues she has been
a spiritual mother, counselor, encourager,
and friend. Along with teaching, she has
served as Chair of the Music and Worship
department, Chair of Area IV: The
Church and its Ministries, faculty advisor,
and Chair of the Faculty Status, Tenure,
and Welfare Committee. While respond¬
ing to the unrelenting global invitations to
present at seminars and conferences, Dr.
Costen continued to conduct the ITC
Chorus for chapel services and perform-
ances including the Inauguration of
President Jimmy Carter and an appear¬
ance at Carnegie Hall. Many seminarians
come to ITC to have the “Melva Costen
More than an instructor at ITC, Dr. Melva, Ma’ Melva,
Dr. “C”, are among terms of endearment ascribed to her.
[ To many students and colleagues she has been a spiritual
Dr. Melva Costen accepts President’s
Award fromDr. Michael A. Battle during 1 7 /* • 1
Costen Awards Dinner mother, counselor, encourager, and friend.
Experience,” leaving with a different spiri¬
tual energy and perspective on conducting
worship that is acceptable and pleasing to
God. A trained classical musician, Dr.
Costen also loves, and imparts to others,
the historical relevance and magnificence
of the African and African-American
music genres.
Several tributes were held this spring
to celebrate her legacy and retirement
from ITC: Johnson C. Smith Theological
Seminary at ITC bestowed the Honorary
Distinguished Alumna Award during its
Founders’ Day Observance for her work
with the seminary and throughout the
Presbyterian Church USA; the
Academic Publications Committee cele¬
brated her latest book In Spirit and In
Truth during the Faculty Booksigning
Event; ITC president, Michael A. Battle
presented the President’s Award to her
during the 47th Annual Charter Day
and 8th James H. Costen Awards
Dinner; and lastly, alumni, family, stu¬
dents, faculty and friends gathered for
“Dr. Melva Wilson Costen: In
Symphonic Motion,” a banquet given in
her honor by the ITC. A composition of
tributes was performed in words, images,
and in music. They included perform¬
ances by members of the Costen family,
the ITC chorus, and former students
including: musician, Rev. Arthur
McClenton; pianist, Major Ouida
Harding; harpist, Mrs. Monica Hargrave;
singing duo, Joyce and Jacque; and, an
original song, written and performed by
ITC’s associate professor of Church
History, Dr. Mark Ellingsen.
Retirement for Dr. Costen will sim¬
ply turn the page to yet another move¬
ment in her life. She will begin with a
semester of teaching courses in African-
American church music, based upon her
new book at Yale University’s Yale
Institute of Sacred Music in the Fall,
amid writing another book, directing
other choirs, and the beat goes on.
Although Dr. Costen’s tenure as faculty
comes to an end at the close of the 2005
academic year, the widow of ITC’s fifth
president, Dr. James Hutten Costen Sr.,
former first lady, and professor extraordi¬
naire of ITC remains enmeshed in the
institution’s fabric and spirit. She is an
unfinished symphony! t
A $1,000,000 Facelift for the ITC
A brighter day is unfolding at the Interdenominational
/ % Theological Center (ITC) thanks to a two-year
grant of $1,000,000 from the Robert W. Woodruff
JL JL Foundation. The grant will fund a host of capital
improvements and deferred maintenance projects. From
installing energy efficient windows and disability accessible
entrances to replacing outdated heating and air-conditioning
systems; from repairing and replacing roofs to resurfacing park¬
ing lots; from carpeting to classrooms - the ITC is getting a
much needed facelift.
In accordance with ITC’s Strategic Goals 2004 - 2014,
alleviating deferred maintenance backlogs and steadily mak¬
ing modest capital improvements will “enhance student life at
ITC” through essential repairs, renovations, and replacements
to upgrade common-use areas throughout the campus. This
grant will build upon targeted efforts since the arrival of pres¬
ident Michael A. Battle in 2003 to not only improve the qual¬
ity of campus facilities but to upgrade their efficiency and
function. Mr. Joe Cates and the staff of the Institutional
Maintenance Company will continue their longstanding com¬
mitment to a better ITC by leading this campus-wide improve¬
ment initiative.
If it has been more than a year since you were last on cam¬
pus, it is worth a special effort to come, take a tour and experi¬
ence the excitement of a better and more beautiful ITC. It is
a great day to be a part of the ITC. t
A
T/k' Lantern
New Trustees Bring Diverse Talents and Support
ITC welcomes three new members to its Board of Trustees, who will officially begin serving their terms July 1,2005.
Wesley R. Buford is a nationally known
financial planning and marketing expert.
He is the founder and Chief Executive
Officer of BIFCO, an acronym for Buford
International Food Company. It is a
Nevada Corporation, and a Certified
Minority Business Enterprise through
the Nevada Minority Business Council,
and an affiliate of the National Minority
Supplier Development Council. Buford
is also founder of Freedom Card, the
nation’s first minority owned Credit
Card Company, and former president of
Pro-Ball Food & Beverage Company, an
affiliate of Sara Fee. As the first minority
owned fulh serv-
ice distributor in
the country,
BIFCO is a vehi¬
cle by which
women and
minority busi¬
ness entrepre¬
neurs are assured
of presenting
their products
and services to the hospitality and gro¬
cery industries throughout America.
Wesley has also introduced the Fas Vegas
Food Recovery and Distribution Program
to the region, fashioned after City
Harvest in New York City, with the
intent of recovering the millions of
pounds of food thrown away each year in
Fas Vegas to help feed the needy and
give hack to the community. BIFCO
currently has manufacturers for almost
everything imaginable in China and
throughout the world, at the lowest
prices and highest quality.
Xernona Clayton is a pioneer in the
media industry
with an impres¬
sive record of
accomplishments
in radio, televi¬
sion, and print
media. For more
than twenty-five
years and in vari¬
ous capacities,
Ms. Clayton has
been employed
with Turner Broadcasting Systems.
Currently, she is corporate consultant and
creator and executive producer for
Turner Broadcasting Systems’ Trumpet
Awards, one of the nation’s most presti¬
gious annual events highlighting
African-American contributions and
achievements. Ms. Clayton also created
the Generation Connection, an educa¬
tional incentive program for high school
students.
She has been a leader in civic and
community projects and civil rights
activities for many years and spends
countless hours promoting human rela¬
tions through bi-racial groups devoted to
improving racial understanding.
Ms. Clayton has been a staunch sup¬
porter of ITC for over 25 years, both
with monetary giving and serving as
mistress of ceremonies for many of the
Charter Day and James H. Costen
Awards Dinners.
Richard E. Conway, Sr. became
employed with Georgia Power Company
as a co-op student at Georgia Institute of
Technology until his graduation in
1961. He then held various engineering,
supervisory, management and executive
positions with Georgia Power and the
Southern Company until his retirement
in 1990. During his career at the com¬
pany, he served as Southern Company
vice president for generating projects on
the Southern system; senior vice presi¬
dent for Engineering and Construction,
and senior vice president for Nuclear
Power. Mr. Conway is a recognized
“nuclear expert,” traveling to many parts
of Europe and the Far East for consulta¬
tion and information exchange.
Since retirement, he has served as a
consultant to the power industry with
emphasis on plants in the United
States. He accepted a position in 1997,
at the request of the owners of a local
“heavy” construction company, serving
as president and chief operating officer,
and saving the company, which had
been on the brink of bankruptcy. With
that mission accomplished he left the
company in 2000.
Mr. Conway maintains retirement
status and serves on the hoard of some
philanthropic organizations, t
From the Pulpit to the Pew
I am struck by students who come to sem¬
inary desiring ministry to be made impor¬
tant. An astute student must ask, what is
this baptism? And then answer the ques¬
tion, do you promise to serve with energy,
intelligence, imagination, and love? You
are called to ministry to use your freedom
to set others free!
Rev. Dr. Margaret Aymer
ITC Chapel I Dll-2004
“We are to recognize and celebrate visionary
leadership; celebrate hard worit and unselfish
devotion. This positions us for effective and
fruitful service. Though we stand on the
shoulders of bishops, we are charged to go
out and do even greater works. It takes
courage, faith, and religious conviction to do
what we do in our churches. Faith is required
to do something after the benediction.”
Dr. Thomas Brown
Phillips School of Theology
Founders' Day Convocation ‘05
“Genesis chapter 1 is about who’s in
charge—or the one who controls the activi¬
ties. The one who is in charge shares God’s
(in-chargeness.’ And, God, the One who is in
charge, says, I’m blessed!”
Dr. David T. Shannon
ITC Chapel
3-11-05
GAMMON SEMINARY
Foundation for Evangelism Appoints Nyajeka to
Dorothy and Cornelius Henderson Chair
“SHE IS A WELL-QUALIFIED scholar, both academically and
experientially,” says Dr. Edward Wimberly of Tumani Nyajeka,
who is assistant professor or Missiology
and Religions of the World at the
Interdenominational Theological Center
(ITC). Dr. Tumani Nyajeka has been
selected by The Board of Trustees ofThe
Foundation for Evangelism as the
Dorothye and Cornelius Henderson
Chair, an E. Stanley Jones Professor
Evangelism at Gammon Theological
Seminary at ITC for three academic
p, qn . M years beginning July 2, 2005.
Wimberly, Vice President for
Academic Services/Provost, explains
“Dr. Nyajeka is ordained in the Zimbabwe Annual
Conference of the United Methodist Church and has
worked with the women’s movement in that country, which
is an evangelistic model. She has worked with the
Wesleyan cell group, which is significant for the students at
ITC and for church growth in the United States.”
In addition to Nyajeka’s work, teaching exclusively in the
field of evangelism and related subjects, i.e., Wesley studies, new
congregational development in the program of Evangelism, she
will participate in the Academy for Evangelism in Theological
Education with other E. Stanley Jones Professors of Evangelism in
October 6-8, 2005 in Washington, D.C.
The Foundation makes grants to United Methodist seminaries
to support Christian evangelism by establishing and continuing
E. Stanley Professorships in Evangelism. The vision of Dr. E.
Stanley Jones of the fusion of evangelism and social responsibih
ity is the evangelistic motivation of The Foundation. The chair
offered to the ITC via its United Methodist affiliate, Gammon
Theological Seminary, is named for the seminary’s former presi¬
dent dean, Bishop Cornelius Henderson and his wife, Dorothye.
MOREHOUSE SCHOOL OF RELIGION
MOREHOUSE SCHOOL OF RELIGION CELEBRATED its
138th Founders’ Day and 60th C.D. Hubert Series, February
15-17, 2005. The theme, Preaching with Power! A Call for
Purposeful Ministry was exhibited throughout the observance
with profoundly spirited preaching by Dr. Major Jemison, pres¬
ident of the Progressive National Baptist Convention, who
delivered the convocation address in the ITC! Chapel. Others
featured during the C.D. Hubert Lecture Series were: Dr.
Stephen Thurston of Chicago, Illinois, Rev. Cherry Hymes,
(l-r) Dr. William Perkins and Board Chair, Dr. Joe Samuel Ratliff, and Mrs. Margaret
Perkins, accepts gift from Dr. Beverly Glover.
Travelers’ Rest Baptist Church, Atlanta, Georgia, and Admiral
Edward Anthony from the United States Pentagon.
Seminary Board Chair, Dr. Joe Samuel Ratliff continues to
give strong leadership to MSR’s Board of Directors. He is joined
by MSR President-Dean William Perkins in accepting the
magnanimous gift of $20,000 to the seminary from the
Ministers’ Wives and Ministers’ Widows. President-Emeritus,
Dr. Beverly Glover made the check presentation.
TURNER THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
THE TURNER SEMINARY ALUMNI ASSOCIATION is making
plans that are quite promising and others join by virtue of the May 7th
c omm encem e n t
exercise. Turner con¬
gratulated twenty-live
students who received
their degrees. Among
them was Rev.
Cassandra M. Hill,
who serves as
Executive Assistant
to President-Dean,
Daniel Jacobs. She
received the Doctorof
Ministry degree. Mrs.
Sheryl Harrow,
widow of seminarian, Rev. Mandrall Harrow, accepted a Certificate
of Achievement, presented posthumously for Rev. Harrow’s com¬
mitment and dedication to ministry despite health challenges.
Others to he congratulated are: The Reverend Steve
Cousin of the Filth Episcopal District on his appointment as
Presiding Elder of the Kansas City District in the
Kansas/Nebraska Conference; and The Reverend Robert Wade
of the First Episcopal District on his appointment as Presiding
t in the New Jersey
Continued on next page
Dr. Tumani Nyajeka
President-Dean Daniel Jacobs presents doctoral degree to
Rev. Cassandra H ill
I
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Conference. Turner Alumni, Rev. Leslie R. White and Rev.
Isaiah Waddy were honored at the Henry McNeal Turner
Image Awards during Turner’s Founders’ Day Celebration.
Lastly, expect a structural facelift. The Turner Theological
Seminary Board of Trustees has authorized the conversion of
dormitory rooms to efficiencies!
CHARLES H. MASON SEMINARY
Founders’ Day Highlights
Bishop Jerry Macklin, Elder Arthur Mosley, and Dr. David Hall during Mason's Founders'
Day Chapel Convocation
THE 35TH ANNUAL FOUNDERS’ CELEBRATION for
Charles H. Mason Seminary was a monumental event. In
accordance with the theme, “A Sure Foundation for Turbulent
Times,” each activity and worship experience affirmed Christian
faith and attributed homage to the heritage of the Church of God
in Christ (COGIC). Student worship sendees were planned to
prepare the way for a grand celebration. Graduating seniors were
highlighted at each event and during the moments of senior reflec-
tions, they expressed the highs and lows of their seminary journey,
offering gratitude for the process at The Interdenominational
Theological Center (ITC).
An evening worship service was held Wednesday, February
23rd, at the Kelly Lake COGIC. The Chair of the COGIC
Elders Council, Elder Derrick Hutchins Sr., was the speaker.
He brought a soul-stirring message, encouraging seminarians to
pursue their ministries to the fullest, never trying to limit God.
The response was a signal of God’s approval, as many partici¬
pated in the prayer of recommitment to ministry. Following
service on Thursday, February 24th at 11 a.m., the flame of
Pentecost was ignited in the ITC Chapel as students and fac¬
ulty gathered for the Founders’ Day service. The Elder Darwin
Randolph of Chattanooga, Tennessee led worshipers in a time
of jubilant praise and worship. Among those in attendance
was the chair of C.H. Mason Seminary’s Board of Trustees,
Bishop Roy L.H. Winbush, and two members of the denomi¬
nations’ general board of bishops. General Board Member,
Bishop Jerry W. Macklin, was the Founders’ Day messenger.
He challenged ministers to be faithful to “the call” and never
compromise on standards of excellence. The 35th Annual
Founders’ celebration concluded with a banquet honoring the
Women’s Ministry Supervisors in the state of Georgia. Mother
L. Smith of Memphis, Tennessee gave the keynote address,
challenging students to remain studious and to be goal-orient¬
ed. With those words of encouragement, C.H. Mason
Seminary is forging on in anticipation of a successful future.
PHILLIPS SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY
PHILLIPS SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY HOSTED its 61st
Founders’ Observance and 9th Pastors’ Conference during
the week of January 3-6th, 2005 at the Westin Atlanta
Airport Hotel. The Conference’s theme was “Refocusing the
Church by Renewing the Local Churches’ Worship”. The
featured presenters were: Bishop Othal H. Lakey, Prelate,
Sixth Episcopal District, Christian Methodist Episcopal
Church (CME) and Vice-Chair, Board of Trustees, Reverend
Dr. William D. Watley, Pastor of St. James African Methodist
Episcopal Church (AME), Newark, New Jersey; Dr. Riggins
Earl, Professor of Ethics and Theology, ITC, Dr. Melva
Costen, retiring Professor of Worship and Music, ITC; and
Dr. Carolyn McCrary, Professor of Pastoral Care and
Counseling, ITC. Preachers for the Conference were:
Reverend Woodrow W. Foreman, Jr., Pastor, Cedar Crest
CME Church and a 1990 graduate of Phillips/ITC; Reverend
John DeRon Johnson, Pastor Phillips Temple CME Church,
Los Angeles, California; Reverend Richard McDuffie, Pastor
Phillips Temple CME Church, Huntsville, Alabama and a
2000 graduate of Phillips/ITC; Reverend Marilyn Lightner-
Continued on next page
Rev. David Bryant, pastor of Jamison Temple C.M.E., Kansas City, MO., accepts
Outstanding Pastor of the Year award from board chair, Bishop Paul Stewart.
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Briggs, Pastor of Beebe Chapel CME Church, Wrightsville,
Arkansas and a 1992 graduate of Phillips/ITC. Bishop Thomas
L. Hoyt, Jr., Presiding Prelate of the Fourth Episcopal District,
CME Church and President of the National Council ofChurches
as well as President of the North American Section of the World
Methodist Council (a 1965 graduate of Phillips/ITC) was the
Convocation preacher for Phillips’ 61st Founders. There were
over 640 registered ministers and laity in attendance.
Nine ministers were honored for their superb ministries
in the CME Church. They were: Reverend Dr. Travis C.
Robinson, Sr., Pastor, Greenwood CME Church, Memphis,
TN; Reverend Dr. Raymond Williams, former General
Secretary of Evangelism, Missions and Human Concerns of
the CME Church, and Pastor, Brown Memorial CME
Church, Louisville, Kentucky; Reverend David L. Bryant, Jr.,
Presiding Elder of the Kansas-Missouri Conference and Pastor,
Jamison Memorial Temple CME Church, Kansas City,
Missouri; Reverend Benjamin Tolbert, Pastor of Little Rogers
CME Church, Monroe County, Georgia; Reverend Dr. Paul
Brown, Pastor, Miles Memorial CME Church, Washington,
DC and a 1991 graduate of Phillips/ITC; Reverend Dr.
Kenneth W. Carter, Pastor, Carter Metropolitan CME
Church, Fort Worth, Texas; and Reverend James E.
Markham, Pastor, Emmanuel Temple CME Church,
Victorville, California.
The Board of Trustees is chaired by Bishop Paul A.
Stewart, Sr., Prelate of the Third Episcopal District, CME
Church and a 1966 graduate of Phillips/ITC. The Vice-
Chair is Bishop Othal H. Lakey, Prelate, Sixth Episcopal
District.
SEMINARY FOCUS
JOHNSON C. SMITH SEMINARY
Smith Seminarian:
Reflects on the Road to Damascus
By Neema Cyrus—Franklin
Editor's Note: Annually, Dr. Temba Mafico, Professor of
New Testament and Associate Academic Dean invites stu¬
dents to travel with him to Greece for two weeks during the
spring break. Each year, students return with a different
perspective on the professor, and more importantly, on the
call to ministry.
Like Howard Thurman’s grandmother, I did not likereading the books written by the Apostle Paulbecause of the ways his words have been used toenslave Africans in America and his view of mar¬
riage as the only cure for those who lust for another, which has
caused many lives to be forever changed. I went on the
Greece excursion simply to see the locations where Paul
preached and lived while in the region. I received so much
more on my journey.
Along with Linda Belton, India Harris, and Vanessa
Sharp-Wallace, I traveled with the Johnson C. Smith stu¬
dents to Greece in January 2005, where the Apostle Paul
spread the Good News of Jesus Christ. The ancient cities -
Philippi, Thesssaloniki, Corinth, Kavala, Veria, Amphipolis,
Apollonia, and Athens were breathtaking and remarkable.
In addition to the religious monuments and monasteries of
Continued on next page
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(I-r) Dr. Temba Mafico, Neema and Victor Cyrus-Franklin, Brandy McMurry,
Vanessa Sharp, Melissa Thompson, Linda Belton, Michael Searcy, India Harris, Jeffrey
Rumlin, and Walter Butler.
(Lr) India Harris, Brandy McMuri~y, Linda Thompson, Willard Hightower, Walter
Butler, Jeffrey Rumlin, Vanessa Sharp, Dr. Temba Mafico, Michael Searcy, Victor and
Neema Cyrus-Franklin.
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Meteora, we toured many archaeological sites and muse-
ums, exploring the historical, cultural and architectural
heritage of these cities.
Of all the apostles, Paul stands out as the traveler par
excellence. He is traditionally represented in the golden
iconography that fills the basilicas as a stocky little man,
with a balding head, a small tuft of hair right at the
top and a gray, bushy beard. His journeys through
the ancient world are nothing short of extraordinary.
One must consider the difficulties of traveling in times
of antiquity, as well as the animosity and danger faced
trying to convert Roman populations to a new faith. It
is a credit to the endurance and tenacity of the man,
who by the grace of God was able to accomplish as
much as he did. This is what challenged the feelings
that I originally had for Paid (though I still refute
Ephesians 6:5 and Colossians 3:22). I began to truly
respect his mission and his ministry. In the midst of the
Roman Empire, he confronted a system despite the
death that would come to a person who spoke out
against the rulings of Caesar.
It was in Greece that I was able to connect all the
stories in the New Testament and not only imagine
them, but truly visualize the courage, passion, and con'
viction that Paul had for Jesus. I not only met the
Apostle in a unique light for the first time, but I was
also graced to be in the presence of God in a new way.
I saw another side to the amazing beauty, power, and
majesty of our Creator. God’s spirit spoke to my hus¬
band and me while we were in Greece in a way that has
changed me forever. This trip was my Damascus Road
experience. I was commissioned as was Paul, to serve
God in all things, in all ways, and at all times. I began
to truly comprehend that my life is not my own, and
that I have a mission ordained and authorized by God to
carry out in the fashion that Paul did - at all costs, no
matter what. In the words of Paul in Romans 15:20-21,
“Thus, I make it my ambition to proclaim the Good
News, not where Christ has already been named, so that
I do not build on someone else’s foundation, but as it is
written, “Those who have never been told of Him shall
see, and those who have never heard of Him shall under¬
stand.”
LUTHERAN THEOLOGICAL
CENTER OF ATLANTA
NOTHING EPITOMIZES DIVERSITY like the Lutheran
Theological Center of Atlanta (LTCA) located on the
campus of Interdenominational Theological Center
(ITC). Under the direction of Rev. Dr. Arthur Lewis,
the center is a program of the eight seminaries of
the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America (ELCA)
and focuses on the theologi¬
cal training of African
Americans and others wishing to serve in the
urban setting in cooperation with ITC.
LTCA, through ITC, provides ELCA with expo¬
sure to Black church traditions and with access to
theological education established by trad it ionally
African American churches, including cooperation
with Candler School of Theology at Emory
University in Atlanta, Columbia Theological
Seminary, Decatur, Ga., and Erskine Theological
Seminary, Due West, S.C.
Dr. Lewis’ vision for the center is to see more
seminarians from their other eight ELCA seminar¬
ies come to Atlanta to study. Students from ELCA
seminaries may take a year and a half to two years
of classes in Atlanta. Lutheran seminarians study¬
ing to he ELCA pastors generally take four years of
instruction; the third year is a year of internship
in a parish. One stellar example of students taking
advantage of the LTCA program is Jessica Fertig.
Ms. Fertig entered the Master of Divinity pro¬
gram in the fall of 2003 as one of a number of
Lutheran students from the ELCA’s eight seminaries
that have opted to broaden their educational oppor¬
tunities through the LTCA’s multicultural programs.
Though Jessica studies in Atlanta, she is considered
a m i dd 1 e r or second-year student at Trinity
Seminary in Columbus, OH. She will complete an
internship next year and return to Trinity for her
senior year. As one of a small number of white stu¬
dents studying in a predominately black institution
and living in a predominantly black neighborhood,
Jessica believes she understands more clearly what it
means to he a minority. Jessica says that she feels
called to ordained ministry, but within that, she
feels called to bridge the ‘cultural gap’ - initially
the black and white cultures, but that has since
broadened to include all cultures. No stranger to
African American settings, Fertig attended a pre¬
dominantly African American church and served as
that congregation’s president of college ministry
while an undergraduate student at Ball State
University in Muncie, Indiana.
It appears as if Dr. Lewis’ vision is coming to fruition.
Earlier this year, Dr. Lewis announced plans to retire at
the end of the 2004-2005 academic year. However, after
much conversation and consideration by Lewis and other
Lutheran officials, he has agreed to stay on and continue
the great work that has characterized his work since
becoming director in July 1999. t
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Commencement 2005 Highlights
In his very real, uncommonly powerful delivery of unadul¬terated truth, Rev. Dr. Jeremiah A. Wright, Jr., Pastor ofTrinity United Church of Christ, Chicago, Illinois deliv¬ered th Comme e ent message in the Martin Luther
King International Chapel to the eagerly awaiting graduates of the
Interdenominational Theological Center’s (ITC) Class of 2005.
With words of caution and encouragement, Wright dispelled the
illusions, pretentious spirituality, and ministry modeling that often
delude those who have accepted the call and been theological
trained to engage ministry if they fail to practice the seven “Be
Attitudes of Church Ministry,” - he grateful, be mindful, be hum¬
ble, be prayerful, he truthful, he for real, he faithful.
Three clergy persons were awarded the Honorary Doctor of
Divinity degree from ITC and two of its affiliate seminaries: ITC’s
Board Chair, Bishop John R. Bryant presented the degree on behalf
of the ITC to Bishop Phillip Cousin, the 96th Bishop and Presiding
Prelate of the Fourth Episcopal District of the African Methodist
Episcopal Church; Elder Arthur F. Mosley, Interim President-Dean
ofCharles H. Mason Theological Seminary, made the presentation
to Bishop Carlis Moody, Missionary Bishop for the Church of God
in Christ and International President of the denomination’s Home
and Foreign Missions Department; and Dr. David Wallace,
Administrative Dean of Johnson C. Smith Theological Seminary,
presented the award to alumnus, Rev. Donnie Woods, Executive
and Stated Clerk for Charleston Atlantic Presbytery.
ITC’s Certificate ofTheology Program continues to grow, grad¬
uating 118 students in the Class of 2005. Among them was the
program’s oldest graduate, to date, Mrs. Mary S. Hughes, a.k.a.
“Mother Hughes.” At ninety-one years of age, most people have
comfortably settled into their golden years of retirement and are
spending their latter days leisurely lounging through life. Such is
not the case for the almost century-young “Mother Hughes” of
Atlanta, Georgia. She is still giving back and making a difference
through the Mary S. Hughes Bible Endowment Fund by ensuring
that every ITC graduate on May 7, 2005 received a New Revised
Standard Version Bible to go along with their diplomas and
degrees. Mother Hughes believes that earning a degree is great, but
one must be equipped with the “Word ofGod” in order to be armed
and ready to fight and win in this world’s battles. Mother Hughes
will provide a $2,500 annual gift to provide assistance to aspiring
Baptist seminarians at ITC’s Morehouse School of Religion.
Among the 124 graduates of ITC’s degree programs was Rev.
Connie (C.J.) Jackson of Houston, Texas. During her tenure as a
seminarian, Rev. Jackson excelled academically and spiritually, set¬
ting high standards of leadership for those who would follow her,
both as a student and as president of the Student Christian League.
Jackson leaves an imprint on the campus facade, having provided
funding for the flags that adorn the Costen Center, furnishings for
the Student Lounge, and building a Student Picnic Pavilion. Just
weeks prior to graduation, Jackson presented a check for $10,000
to President Michael A. Battle with the promise of an additional
$15,000 to complete the ITC Fitness Center, a project that she
wanted to assure would he completed. Jackson’s faithful partner in
these projects has been ITC’s Director of Buildings and
Maintenance, Mr. Joseph Cates, who vowed to match Jackson’s
$25,000 gift. Next on her ministry frontier will he an assignment
in South Africa with Bishop Sarah Davis, Bishop of the 18th
Episcopal District of the African Methodist Episcopal Church, t
Top Photo: 2004-05 Presidential Fellow, Rev.
Connie (C.J.) Jackson celebrates with President
Michael A. Battle.
Middle photo: (l -r) President Battle and ITC’s
91-year old Certificate Graduate, Mother Mary
S. Hughes, with Commencement Speaker, Dr.
Jeremiah A. Wright, Jr., and ITC Board Chair,
Bishop John R. Bryant.
Bottom: Mother Hughes presents $2500 check
for bible endowment to Rev. Terry Walker, Vice
President for Institutional Advancement.
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It was one of the most elegantly orchestrated
and well-attended campus events ever and
after eight years; the 2005 Faculty Book
Signing was well worth the wait. The
Academic Publications Committee, chaired
by Dr. Joseph Troutman, theological librarian
for the 1TC, planned and executed the first
booksigning since 1997. Noting their author¬
ship and their scholarship in the classroom
and beyond, colleagues gave inspiring intro¬
ductions for each of the three honorees with published works in 2004:
Drs. Melva Wilson Costen, Mark Ellingsen, and Anne Streaty
Wimberly. A well-crafted slide presentation, recognizing ten other
writers who published from 1997 to 2003, was like a cavalcade of lit¬
erary genius.
Share in the ambiance of the moment through portions of
“Reflections on the Scholarship of ITC Faculty” by Rev. Stephanie
Crumpton as delivered during the event and the honorees’ abbreviat-
ed responses.
_ EdlC0r
Dr. Joseph Troutman, librarian and associate professor of Theological Bibliography pres-
ents to Anne Streaty Wimberly, Ph.D., Professor, Christian Education, a framed poster
commemorating the First Annual Faculty Booksigning.
A Seminarian’s Reflections on Published ITC Faculty Writers
There is no better way tolearn the craft of discern-ing theological languageand creating new meth¬
ods of speaking about God and ways
of being in community than by sit¬
ting in the classroom with those
who already know how to do it, and
do it well. Unlike many other
African-American theologians and
scholars who have only read the
works of Dr. Jacquelyn Grant, Dr.
Randall Bailey, Dr. Michael Dash,
Dr. Marsha Snulligan Haney, Dr. Ed
Smith, Dr. George Thompson, Dr.
Harold Bennett, Dr. Anne Streaty
Wimberly, Dr. Riggins Earl, Dr.
Melva Costen, Dr. Carolyn Knight, Dr. Carolyn McCrary,
Dr. Ternha Mafico...Unlike those who can say that
they’ve only read about them, I as well as other members
of the ITC community have had the opportunity to
engage these published authors as professors. In the
classroom their function is both priestly and prophetic:
priestly in that they hand down the tools and the mech¬
anisms of the faith; prophetic in that their teachings
require that we dig deeper into the academic disciplines
to discover the presence of God as well as doctrinal and
dogmatic obstacles that frustrate our existence in com¬
munity as people of God. They have made themselves
available to us so that their intelligence is tangible and
accessible.
There exists an old saying about iron having the
capacity to sharpen iron. Here at the ITC, our profes¬
Dr. Melva Wilson Costen, Helmar Nielsen Professor, Worship and Music discusses her book
with Rev. Anthony Motley.
sors and scholars are comfortable enough with the
integrity of their iron to allow us to rub up against
them in order that we may find that God has created
us of the same material. As a student, their availabil¬
ity has also helped me define the substance of God,
which has called me as well to academic scholarship in
theology.
To borrow a line from that great master of soul-music,
Stevie Wonder, who once said, “Show me how to do...
Show me how to do like you!” In a word, the professors
at the ITC show us how to do...show us how to do like
them...To create, write, and publish in language that
points to God. t
—Rev. Stephanie Crump tori
M.Div. ‘05
Dr. Mark Ellingsen, Associate
Professor, Church History
comments on his book.
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Faculty Book Signing Honorees
IN SPIRIT AND IN TRUTH:
THE MUSIC OF AFRICAN-AMERICAN
WORSHIP
“I encourage you to find your own writings and fill in
the gaps in places we have not yet touched. I’m just
getting started. I expect to have four more books for
you to use. Much is being reshaped by the faith com¬
munities that don’t believe we have much to offer.”
Melva Wilson Costen, Ph.D.
Helmar Nielsen Professor, Worship and Music
THE RICHNESS OF AUGUSTINE:
HIS CONTEXTUAL AND PASTORAL
THEOLOGY
“I’ve got a lot of questions. What does it all have to do
with ministry? Folks need a new paradigm and
Augustine gives it to us.”
Mark Ellingsen, Ph.D.
Associate Professor, Church History
NURTURING FAITH AND HOPE: BLACK
WORSHIP AS A MODEL FOR CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION
“We don’t look at worship as a Christian Education
concept. But, everything teaches us about faith and
hope. We learn the language of the faith in worship.
Take a look at what happens in worship that nurtures
faith and hope.”
Anne Streaty Wimberly, Ph.D.
Professor, Christian Education
Faculty Publications Review
The Richness of Augustine
His Contextual and Pastoral Theology
Mark Ellingsen
The most recent book of Mark
Ellingsen, entitled The Richness of
Augustine: His Contextual and
Pastoral Theology, provides readers
with an appreciation of the way in
which Augustine’s theology was
shaped by his context (including his
African context). Ellingsen argues
Augustine was a pastor who opted
for different theological positions
when responding to different pas¬
toral tasks. Using Augustine as a
model, Ellingsen provides a new method for doing theology, one
which breaks with modern systematic approaches, in order to
provide pastors and laity with a theology sensitive to the rich
variety of issues parish pastors and laity confront. “Ellingsen’s
work is ambitious; his analyses compelling. The result is a fresh
perspective on Augustine and much-needed encouragement for
the theological tasks facing the church today,” says Rebecca H.
Weaver of Union Theological Seminary, New York.
The book, Ellingsen’s twelfth, was published in January 2005
by Westminster John Knox Press. Mark Ellingsen is associate
professor of Church History at the Interdenominational
Theological Center. For additional information call 1-800-227-
2872, email, wik@presbvoub.com. or visit the website at
www.wikbooks.com.
^032^931
Journal of the Interdenominational Theological Center
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J1TC
The editor of The Journal of the
ITC, Dr. Joseph Troutman, librari-
and associate professor ofan
isTheological Bibliography,
pleased to announce that vol.
XXXII, nos. 1 and 2, Fall
2004/Spring 2005, will be pub¬
lished in August. This is a non-theme issue and fea¬
tures articles by ITC faculty and two recent gradu¬
ates (May 2005): Drs. Battle, Ellingsen, Henry,
Aymer, Haney, Dash, Burnett, Smith Foster, the
Rev., Joan Harrell, and the two '05 graduates: Ms.
Stephanie Crumpton and Mr. Troy Wheelhouse.
We hope that you will find this volume of JITC
addition to your scholarly reading, t
an
THE JOURNAL OF THE ITC SUBSCRIPTION RATES
□ 1 YEAR: $24.00 □ 2 YEAR: $48.00 □ 3 YEAR: $72.00
Subscribers are charged for international mailing
□ Payment enclosed
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY
Name:
__
Address:
City/St./Zip:
Tel: ( ) Fax: ( )
4
Please mail your request to: The JITC Office
700 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, SW
Atlanta, GA 30314-4143
(404) 527-7727
The Lament
THANK YOU!
CHARTER DAY AWARD
BANQUET SPONSORS
SIGNATURE
The Atlanta Journal and Constitution
GOLD
Georgia Pacific Corporation
Ray of Hope Christian Church
SILVER
Anonymous
The Atlanta Daily World
The Atlanta Inquirer
The Atlanta Voice Newspaper
The Coca-Cola Company
Christian Fellowship Baptist Church
Institutional Maintenance Co. Inc.
United Parcel Service
BRONZE
Alston and Bird (Bernard Taylor)
Capitol City Bank and Trust Company
Georgia Power
Kaiser Permanente
Mt. Ephriam Baptist Church
Paul Manner & Associates
SPONSORS
Allen Temple AME Church
Anheuser Busch
Antioch AME Church
Antioch North Baptist Church
Apollo Associates Realty
Jacqueline Blackstone
West Angeles Church, Inc.
Bishop Charles Blake
Marianne Clarke
Deborah Conley
Continuing Education
and Extension Program, ITC
Melva Costen
Donald Trimble Mortuary, Inc.
Ebenezer Baptist Church CP
Faith AME Zion Church
First Presbyterian Church of Atlanta
Friendship Baptist Church, Atlanta
Friendship Baptist Church, College Park
Gammon Theological Seminary
Gus Thornhill Enterprises
Hartford Memorial Baptist Church
The Honorable Patsy Jo Hilliard
Institute of Church Administration
and Management
Johnson C. Smith Theological Seminary
Paul Jones
Cleopatrick Lacy
Lutheran Theological Seminary
MARTA
Mason Theological Seminary
Morehouse School of Religion
Trusse Norris
North Avenue Presbyterian Church
Lea O’Neal - Atlanta Tribune
Lo Jelks - AUC Digest
Phillips School of Theology
J. Parke Renshaw
Seller Brother
Doris Shockley
Spelman College
Bishop Paul Stewart
Turner Theological Seminary
Urban Theological Institute
Wachovia Bank
Ron White
Edward/Anne Wimberly
Walter Young
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Charter Week Celebration
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The vision was to have a week of unparalleled celebration of achievement and the missionwas accomplished. The Office of Institutional Advancement with the able guidance ofthe ITC Associates, engineered the annual gathering of friends and other supporters foran expanded program of activities.
It began with the first faculty book signing event since 1997 (see the review, page 10). The annu-
al Charles B. Copher Lecture followed with the scholarly exposition by Dr. Michael I.N. Dash, ITC
Professor ofMinistry in Context, lecturing on “Ministry, Spirituality, and Disciplines for Engagement.”
His premise was that the pursuit of a disciplined life is essential to faithful and obedient ministry. Rev.
DaVita CarterMcCallister, an ordained clergywoman of the United Church of Christ (UCC) and
national coordinator for Fund for Theological Education in a pilot program with the UCC delivered
a provocative counterpoint.
The second day welcomed ITC alumni for a thoughtful exchange of ideas during the first Inter-
Alumni Council Meeting. Plans are promising for enhancing interaction between alumni across the
affiliate seminary denominations. The “Reentry: Prisoner Aftercare” Conference received exception¬
al national participation with persons coming from across the nation to attend and to present infor¬
mation related to what should be the faith communities’ supportive response to the return of ex-
offenders to families and communities.
The crowning activity is always the Chatter Day and James H. Costen Awards Dinner arid Silent
Auction with its’ celebration of achievements by persons in several categories. Among the 2005 awardees
was the fifth president of ITC, Dr. Oswald P. Bronson, accepting the
award in Education; ITC alumnus, Bishop Charles E. Blake, now pas¬
tor ofWest Angeles Church of God in Christ, was the recipient in the
Religion category; The Honorable Shirley Franklin, Mayor ofAtlanta,
Georgia was the Government honoree; ITC alumna and radio talk-
show host, Rev. Lorraine Jacques White was the honoree for The Arts;
Mrs. Juanita Jones Abernathy was awarded for Civic and Community
Affairs; Mr. Curley Dossman, corporate executive with Georgia Pacific
received the Business award; The Travelin Shoes Award went to Mrs.
Elizabeth Omilami for her work with Hosea Feed The Hungry and
Homeless; and the President’s Award went to retiring ITC professor of
Music arid Worship, Dr. Melva Wilson Costen.
More than an
annual fundraiser,
die event is a ripe
opportunity for peo¬
ple of faidi to gadier
and note the
progress of the insti¬
tution as heralded by
President Michael
A. Battle, who set a
tone replete with
spiritual prowess and
genuine commit¬
ment to the strategic
goals set for the next
decade, t
Dr. Michael I.N. Dash, 2005 Charles
Copher Lecturer.
President Battle with honorees, (Lr) Bishop Charles E. Blake, Dr. Michael A. Battle, Mayor Shirley Franklin,
Mrs. Juanita Abernathy, Dr. Oswald P. Bronson, Mr. Curley Dossman, Rev. Lorraine JacquesAVhite, Dr.
Melva Wilson Costen, and Mrs. Elisabeth Omilami.
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ITC’s REENTRY
Conference and
Inter-Alumni Council
Meeting are Rousing
Successes!
Interdenominational Theological Center’s (ITC)Charter Week activities, April 21 - 23, 2005, beganThursday, April 21 with ITC’s Office of InstitutionalAdvancement hosting the kick-off event — an nter-
Alumni Council Meeting. The event was organized by Ms.
Dallas Terrell, director of Alumni and Constituent Relations
(ITC,’97). Alumni from across the nation discussed strategies
to support ITC, receiving regular communications from the
institution, and mechanisms to interact with each other.
The following council mission statement was approved and
will be included in all future communications from the Office
of Alumni and Constituent Relations:
The ITC Inter-Alumni Council, an ecumenical association of
alumni, focused on promoting the legacy of the Interdenominational
Theological Center through inter-seminary collaboration.
Alumni and additional attendees reconvened on Friday,
April 22, 2005 for REENTRY: The Faith Community and
Prisoner Aftercare. ITC convened this conference for ITC alum¬
ni; clergy and lay leaders; reentry service providers; law enforce¬
ment and corrections professionals; formerly incarcerated per¬
sons and their families; and other community stakeholders.
High incarceration rates in this country have created a
national pandemic of fractured families and broken spirits.
Most ex-offenders return to the same communities from which
they came with limited education, few employment opportu¬
nities, and lack of safe, affordable housing.
Steven Cooper, Foundation for the Mid-South at the ITC Reentry Conference.
• Naseef Habeeb-ullah, Umoja Souljahs Community Black
Male Youth Empowerment Program
Representatives and presenters for the two-day conference included:
• Dr. Michael A. Battle, Presidential Distinguished Professor
of Social Ethics
• Sandra Barnhill, executive director, Aid to Children of
Imprisoned Mothers, Inc.
• Dee Bell, Georgia Department of Juvenile Justice
• Chaplain Gayle Jordan, Hillside Chapel and Truth Center
International
• John Zolla, Fulton County Drug Court
• Tavis Taylor, State of Georgia Parolee
• Elaine Mbionwu, Covenant Collaborative Consulting &
Training Ministries
• Ivey Webb, Regional Coordinator, The Offender Parolee
Probationer State Training Employment Program
• Chaplain Richmond Stoglin, Federal Bureau of Prisons
(ITC, ’82)
• Mr. Bryan Owens, representing Commissioner James E.
Donald, Georgia Department of Corrections.
• Dr. Robert M. Franklin, Presidential Distinguished Scholar
of Social Ethics at Candler School of Theology, Emory
University, gave the keynote address.
Workshops were held on health-related issues, including
substance abuse recovery; employment; education; housing;
family; mentoring of formerly incarcerated persons; public
safety; and the role of faith in successful prisoner reentry.
There was also a special session on The Reentry National
Media Outreach Campaign, a slate of media resources on
reentry, funded by The Annie E. Casey Foundation.
For information on purchasing conference videotape high¬
lights, contact Dallas Terrell, 404-527.7767 or dterrell@itc.edu. t
Campus Visits
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Conversations with the
Dr. Ella P. Mitchell Dr. David T. Shannon
Elders
Dr. Henry Mitchell
THE PRESIDENT’S CHAPEL HOUR featured a guest
preacher each month from January through March — Dr.
Ella P. Mitchell in January, Dr. Henry Mitchell in
February, and David T. Shannon in March. The services
were dubbed “Sermons by The Elders” and welcomed the
three internationally known scholars and former ITC fac¬
ulty and administrators during the tenure of Dr. James H.
Costen, to return to the pulpit. The April President’s
Chapel Hour, “Conversations with The Elders,” brought
the visiting scholars together for an open forum, fielding
questions from the audience. It was an exceptional teach-
ing/learning moment as Drs. Mitchell and Shannon
shared wisdom from years of study, teaching, writing,
research, and life’s experiences. The conversations cov¬
ered everything from reflections on the successful 60-plus
year marriage of the Mitchells, to Dr. Shannon’s inspired
conversations with former Academic Dean, the late Dr.
Charles B. Copher. According to scholars, the conversa¬
tions shared in the session were the result of “these many
years of thinking about God’s word.” Smidgens of advice
to seminarians included: “Don’t put the Bible in a test
tube. Look at not just what is meant, but what it means
today.” “Don’t he afraid of the language. Look at the
Hebrew text, not some flash bulb account. You were not
an eye witness with a Kodak.” “Don’t get locked into one
hihlical translation but look at several approaches to the
text .
Both Mitchell and Shannon applauded the high per¬
centage of female seminarians enrolled at ITC, reminiscing
about the battle for inclusiveness that occurred during the
Costen era.
Many students eagerly availed themselves of the rare
opportunity to garner knowledge from such imminent the¬
ologians. The Seasoned Seminarians, the organization of
50-plus year old students, served in the pulpit and as hosts
and hostesses for the worship services and the luncheon
dialogues that followed. There are plans to invite the eld¬
ers back for more “Conversations” next year.
Council members, Drs. Walter Kimbrough, Kenneth Samuel, Gerald Durley, and
Cameron Alexander gather for first meeting.
ITC Clergy Advisory Council
TEN CLERGYPERSONS HAVE ACCEPTED President
Michael A. Battle’s invitation to membership in the
Interdenominational Theological Center Clergy Advisory
Council. The group convened its first meeting on April 19th.
The Council shared in the chapel hour, Johnson C. Smith
Theological Seminary Founder’s Day Convocation, followed
hy a luncheon dialogue with President Battle and the
Executive Cabinet.
Participants included, two members of ITC’s first graduating
class, Dr. Howard W. Creecy, Sr., pastor of Olivet Christian Church,
Fayetteville, Georgia and Dr. Cameron M. Alexander, pastor of
Antioch Baptist Church North, Atlanta, Georgia. Others in atten¬
dance were: Dr. Cynthia Hale, pastor, Ray ofHope Christian Church,
Lithonia, Georgia; Dr. Kenneth Samuel, pastor, Victory United
Church of Christ, Lithonia, Georgia; Rev. Dr. J.C. Williams,
Coordinator for the ITC Certificate of Theology Program,
Greenwood, South Carolina,; Bishop James O. Thomas,
Retired Bishop United Methodist Church; Dr. James Allen
Milner, Sr., pastor, Chapel of Christian Love Baptist Church;
and Dr. Walter L. Kimbrough, pastor, Cascade United
Methodist Church, Atlanta, Georgia, t
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Dr. Rueben Warren
Special Program
ITC and Meharry, Partners in
Exploring Health, Healthcare, and
Faith Connection
Drs. Miriam Burnett and RuebenWarren, director and associatedirector of the Institute forFaith'Health Leadership at
the Interdenominational Theological
Center (ITC), espoused the connection
between faith and health based upon
African and African-American culture
deeply rooted in the Black family.
“Wholistic health and healthcare are
intrinsic to the African-American tradi¬
tion. We lost that which our ancestors knew
and lived by. Somehow, we are now
embracing that part of our heritage as an avenue toward also
reclaiming our health,” said Dr. Warren. “It is important that we
embrace the concept that our faith and how it is expressed is cen¬
tral to our health beliefs, behaviors, and practices,” said Dr.
Burnett.
Both Burnett and Warren are certified medical practition¬
ers. Dr. Burnett is an internist in private practice and an
instructor at Morehouse School of Medicine (MSM) and ITC.
Dr. Warren is a dentist and holds the masters and doctorate of
Dental Surgery from Meharry Medical College and a Doctor of
Public Health degree from the Harvard School of Public
Health, with faculty appointments at MSM, Emory
University’s Rollins School of Public Health, and Meharry
Medical College. Dr. Burnett is also an ordained clergywoman
in the African Methodist Episcopal Church with a Master of
Divinity degree from ITC and a Master of Public Health from
MSM. Warren is enrolled in the Master of Divinity at ITC.
Together, they have a plan to address the wholistic health and
healthcare perceptions, options and realities of minority com¬
munities in partnership with Meharry Medical School.
In January 2005, the four Black Baptist Conventions met
jointly in Nashville, Tennessee, discussing strategies to
empower their congregants. Approximately 10,000 persons
attended. The ITC, through its Institute for Faith-Health
Leadership and Meharry Medical College jointly surveyed the
conventioneers and collected over 2000 surveys. The purpose
of the questionnaire was to investigate the synergy between
faith, health, and healthcare. The data are currently being
loaded for analysis at ITC. In May 2005, the Church of God
in Christ will host their Women’s Conference in Atlanta,
Georgia. Approximately 18,000 women will attend, and ITC'
will conduct a similar faith, health, and healthcare survey with
those conventioneers as well, t
<i>
Dr. Edith Dalton Thomas, who for many years was the director of
Admissions/Registrar and assistant professor of Christian Education at the
Interdenominational Theological Center (ITC), died on Easter Sunday, March
27, 2005.
Dr. Thomas was a graduate of Atlanta’s Booker T. Washington High
School. She received her Bachelor of Arts degree from Clark College, now
Clark Atlanta University, in 1948; a Master of Arts degree in Guidance and
Counseling from Atlanta University in 1963; the Master of
Religious Education in 1977 and a Doctor of Ministry
degree in 1987 from ITC. She completed additional
study at Boston University and Georgia State University.
Affectionately known as “Dean Thomas,” she had an
extensive career in higher education administration for
more than fifty years. Her professional life included:
Secretary for Student Records at the Atlanta University
School of Social Work; Assistant Registrar, Dean of Women and Associate
Dean for Student Affairs at Clark College, before assuming her duties on the
staff and faculty at ITC.
As an educator, Dr. Thomas’ primary mission was serving young women
and men by her work as their mentor, counselor, teacher, and advocate. She
was active in the advancement of social justice, women’s issues, and child
welfare. Dr. Thomas’ had numerous affiliations with local, state and nation¬
al professional and civic organizations. She received many accolades and
awards from civic and community organizations as well as from Central
United Methodist Church where she was an active member for fifty years.
She is remembered as a woman of grace and honor, a devoted
Christian, and a dedicated contributor to the mission of the ITC.
Reverend Mandrall Quimoy Harrow, a rising senior at the
Interdenominational Theological Center, passed following surgery on March
31, 2005. Funeral services were held at St. John African Methodist
Episcopal (AME) Church in Columbus, Georgia on April 7, 2005.
Reverend Harrow was a resident of Columbus, Georgia, where he
received his early education. He earned the Bachelor of Science degree
from Troy State University in 1999 and later entered the Master of Divinity
program as a student at ITC’s Turner Theological Seminary.
Mandrall accepted the call to Christian ministry in 1990. He was
ordained by the AME Church and assigned his initial charge in 1997 at
Eastman Circuit in Eastman, Georgia. He pastured there for three years;
Mahalia Chapel in Buena Vista, Georgia and Mount Creek AME Church in
Americus, Georgia, consecutively; Brown Chapel and Bethel AME Church in
Buena Vista, Georgia; and was pastor of St. Mark AME Church in Lumpkin,
Georgia, at his passing.
During the 2005 Commencement exercise, a certificate of achievement
was awarded posthumously to Reverend Harrow and accepted by his wife,
Mrs. Gia Mark Harrow. He was remembered by the ITC community as one
who was dedicated to his church ministry and determined to serve in spite
of his health challenges, which incurred numerous surgeries.
Bernadette Carroll, a 39 year old alumna of Morehouse School of
Religion (MSR), and a resident of Fort Lauderdale, Florida died on May 8,
2005. Services were coordinated by Roy Mizell & Kurtz
Funeral Home, Ft. Lauderdale and held in Miami, May 15,
2005. Bernadette was a native of Paterson , New Jersey.
She earned the Bachelor of Science degree in Business
Management in 1989 from Florida Memorial University
(formerly Florida Memorial College) and the Master of
Arts in Christian Education in 1997 from MSR at the
Interdenominational Theological Center. She married
Reverend Benjamin Carroll and their union was blessed with two wonderful
daughters, nine years and six weeks old.
Prior to her death, she was Assistant Administrator and Dean of
Students for the Mount Bethel Christian Academy of Fort Lauderdale,
Florida. The academy is a ministry of Mount Bethel Baptist Church, t
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Special Program
Womanist Scholar, Dr. Frances Smith
Foster Authenticates History of
Marriage, Morality, and Motherhood
in African American Families
It was an “Aha" moment at the 2005 Spring WomanistScholars Program Lecture when Frances Smith Foster,Ph.D. read excerpts of love letters written by enslavedBlack women and men before President Abraham Lincolnsigned the Emancipation Proclamation. Dr. Foster told the
audience she discovered romantic correspondence that expressed
wives’ and husbands’ fidelity and expectation of future times
together despite their enslavement and the long distances
between plantations in neighboring states that separated them.
Dr. Foster, one of the two 2004-2005 Womanist Scholars at ITC,
is dedicating her research and lecture efforts to the Afro-Protestant
Interpretations of Morality, Motherhood and Marriage in Nineteenth
Century African America, a discussion about the history of African-
American family dynamics and its impact on Black women’s under¬
standing of womanhood. The letters were samplings from Dr.
Foster’s research, supporting her contention that yes there was faith¬
ful marriage, a notable code of conduct, and selfless and sacrificial
motherhood that existed during the era of slave17 among enslaved
people of color. Foster noted that, all too often, the information pro¬
vided by majority media — asserting that Blacks, particularly the
Black male during the slave era — had no real fidelity to marriage
and family is not factual; she has chronicled several pieces of sup¬
porting evidence. Listening to the endearing letters, written by men
and women in slavery, confessing love and faithfulness; hearing the
vows that were often taken, “until death or distance do us part,”
seemed affirming to the hearers and certainly left all eagerly await¬
ing the resulting books and papers once the research is complete.
Dr. Foster is a pioneer in the area of
multi-cultural women’s literature,
African American literature, and
Eighteenth and Nineteenth century
African-American culture. Currently, she
is the Charles Howard Candler Professor
ofEnglish and Women’s Studies at Emory
University, after having served as execu¬
tive director for the Women’s Studies
Program. Earlier in her career, she held
faculty positions at California State
University Northridge, the University of
California at San Diego, and San Diego State University.
An accomplished writer and educator in the areas ofAfrican-
American literature and cultural analysis, Dr. Foster has authored
39 essays in assorted journals, numerous hook reviews, and is edi¬
tor and/or co-editor of seven books. She has published three
hooks: Written by Herself: Literary Production by African American
Women, 1946-1892; Witnessing Slavery: The Development of the
Ante-Bellum Slave Narrative; and Teaching with the Norton
Anthology of African American Literature (2nd ed. forthcoming)
which she co-authored with Helen Houston. Her forthcoming
publications are “Race and Literary Politics: The Beginnings to
1920,” a commissioned essay for Blackwell Companion to American
Literature and Culture; and “Teaching African American Poetry of
the Reconstruction Era,” a commissioned essay in Options to
Teaching Nineteenth-Century American Poetry.
Dr. Foster’s literary expertise has garnered her international
recognition, several awards, and key positions with funded schol¬
arly projects including: W.E.B. Dubois Institute Senior Fellow at
Harvard University; the Center for Interdisciplinary Study of
Religion Senior Fellow at the Emory University School of Law;
Fulbright Senior Fellowship (Walt Whitman Chair in American
Literature) at the University of Leiden, Netherlands; and as a
participant in the 2003 Brandeis University Feminist Sexual
Ethics Project. She is also a member of the Phi Beta Kappa and
Phi Kappa Phi honor societies, t
Dr. Frances Smith Foster
MEMBERS VOICE PROJECT
Special Program
ITC Hosts The National Conference on Black
Religious Life
On October 12-13, 2005, ITC’s Institute for Black Religious Life willhost THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON BLACK RELIGIOUSLIFE: MEMBERS VOICE PROJECT. Every church possesses threekey components: mission, vision, and people. More than “bricks andmortar,” more than a unified, monolithic entity, the African-
American Church is unique in its congregations who represent a broad spectrum
of spiritual wants, needs, and expectations, including a wide range of faith tradi¬
tions and expressions of worship.
At the Conference, leaders from across the country will dialogue about topics
critical to the growth, development, and future of the Black Church. As an inte¬
gral part of the Members Voice Project (MVP) congregational life study, congre-
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Special Program
ITC’s Certificate in Theology Program: Serving National and International Students
Dr. Marvin Morgan, Director of Continuing Education and President Michael A. Battle meet with Dr. J.C. Williams,
Coordinator/Instructor for the Greenwood, S.C. Certificate in Theology Program.
It is well-known that graduates ofthe ITC serve churches andengage in a multitude of min¬istries throughout the UnitedStates and in many foreign coun¬
tries. However, a lesser known fact is
the national and global face of ITC is
evidenced nationally and international¬
ly, on Tuesday and Thursday evenings
each week, as Certificate in Theology
program students gather in local church¬
es, neighborhood community centers,
public libraries, and school buildings to
enhance their level of theological com¬
petency for Christian ministry. These
certificate students, numbering nearly
400 in the spring 2005, meet for three
hours each week under the tutelage of
local instructors with Master of Divinity
degrees from accredited theological sem¬
inaries. Local instructors use video¬
taped lectures prepared by members of
ITC’s distinguished faculty as their pri¬
mary course guide. Lectures are supple¬
mented with classroom presentations,
geographically specific case studies, and
discussion designed to assure that partic¬
ipants fully comprehend the information
covered in each class.
Certificate program classes are
offered as far west as Seattle,
Washington; as far North as Hamilton,
Ontario, Canada; as far south as Nassau,
Bahamas; and as far east as Yokohama,
Japan. Through the study-site in Japan,
ITC has been able to serve students from
Ghana, Nigeria, and South Africa.
During a recent trip to Accra, Ghana,
Dr. Morgan, director of Continuing
Education at ITC, met with The Rev.
Dr. Mvume Dandala, who heads the All
Africa Council of Churches. They dis¬
cussed the special training needs of min¬
isters, who serve churches in rural and
highly remote areas of Africa with a
vision toward serving these areas in the
future.
When asked, why have a certificate in
theology program when ITC is a graduate
theological school, Dr. Morgan responds,
“Many predominantly African-American
it Many predominantly
African-American religious
groups ordain members of
their respective denominations
to Christian ministry who
acknowledge having received
a “call to ministry. 33
religious groups ordain members of their
respective denominations to Christian
ministry who acknowledge having received
a “call to ministry.” Frequently, ordination is
granted without requiring a college and/or
seminary degree. Consequently, many
African-American churches have become
laboratories for what Carter G. Woodson
called “mis-education.” We would like to
help all such pastors complete theological
seminary; however, many lack the basic
prerequisites, such as a college degree.
Others have family obligations and job
commitments that make seminary
enrollment virtually impossible.
Through the Certificate of Theology
program, we affirm the gifts these pastors
and lay leaders bring to the practice of
ministry.
Conversely, many certificate recipi¬
ents are well-trained in fields other than
theology. During the past thirteen
years, ITC has issued more than 1,500
certificates: three were lawyers, more
than six held doctoral degrees in educa¬
tion and scores of others held bachelor’s
degrees in other fields. Approximately
twelve to fifteen certificate program
graduates, because they already held
bachelor’s degrees, have enrolled in the
Master of Divinity program at ITC or in
other accredited theological seminaries.
Through the certificate program, ITC is
able to provide a life-altering, educa¬
tional curriculum to pastors and lay
leaders. They remain active in their
local churches while completing their
studies. The program has the potential
to revolutionize the level of theological
competency among leaders within the
Black Church.
ITC issued 121 Certificates in Theology
at the May 2005 Commencement. Of this
number, ninety-three graduates were in
attendance, t
PERSPECTIVE
Truth and Reconciliation in Liberia
Spring/Summer 2005
TheAfrican country of Liberia never makes news headlines, unless there is an outbreak of hor¬rendous violence. The country has been called “America’s Step-child,” and evidence existsthat cause most Americans to think of Liberia as a rogue state, run by thugs sworn to ethnicself-destruction, and mled by authoritarian diamond, timber, and gold smugglers, unrelentingin their suppression of human rights, and freedom.
Here at the Interdenominational Theological Center (ITC), there is another view of Liberia. From its
beginning, the constituent institutions have had relationships at many levels. Bishop Willis J. King, after
whom Gammon Theological Seminary is named, was the United Methodist Bishop of Liberia. Bishop Eliza
Turner, for whom Turner Seminary is named, was the first Bishop of The African Methodist Episcopal Church
in Liberia. Bishop King was succeeded in the episcopate by Bishop Prince Albert Taylor, and then by Bishop
S. Trowen Nagbe, the first national Liberian to be consecrated Bishop in the Methodist Church. Bishop
Nagbe was trained at Gammon as it was transitioning to ITC.
These were challenging times for the churches in Africa. Students who came to study in America in the
1960s were passionate about responding to opportunities that independence had brought
for the new nations and the challenges that autonomy offered for the churches. Men like
Nagbe, Muzorewa, and others returned home upon completion of their studies to assume
leadership. These exciting times were short-lived. Wars spread like wildfire across the con¬
tinent — liberation, civil, tribal, ethnic, religious, and genocidal wars. There were coups
everywhere, among the young nations, and across the older nations like Ethiopia and
Liberia. Within a brief span of five years there were one million refugees — children,
women and elderly men — roaming across the Continent. Africa’s “brain drain,” begun
with the slave trade, reached its apogee in the refugee crises of the 1960s and 1970s. That
generation of young, bright Africans, full of zest and vision of the New Africa, became
exiles. In this country, once derisively described as “Americo-Liberians” are now “Liberian
Americans,” contributing to the building of those institutions that make America the land
of opportunity and democracy.
But Liberians still yearn for their homeland, seen when they gather to celebrate
rights of passage: birthdays, marriages, funerals, or just ordinary parties. However, they are
fully aware that there is no possibility of progress in their post-civil war situation unless
their country is healed of violence and reconciled. Once again, ITC has been summoned
to assist. Dr. Burgess Carr, associate professor at ITC, has been designated Chair of the
Commission on Truth and Reconciliation for Liberia. Dr. Carr, whose younger brother is
Chair of the National Transitional Government of Liberia, is an eminent African with
wide experience in conflict mediation and resolution. In 1972, he was moderator of nego¬
tiations that resulted in the Addis Ababa Peace Agreement on Southern Sudan. But he is
finding his attempts to resolve the issues in the Liberian civil war intractable. Many of the
persons who have allegedly committed egregious atrocities are at present holding senior
positions in government. In some instances they have abused their power and prevented progress on issues
like the Truth and Reconciliation Commission.
Last January, Dr. Can spent a week in prayer arid silent retreat at St. Helena Convent in Augusta, Georgia.
He came away completely open to the prompting of the Holy Spirit. Now, he is much clearer about the role, if
any, that God has assigned him in this dangerous task. This is how he described the experience to ITC’s presi¬
dent, Dr. Michael A. Battle. “Over the years, I have gotten used to God grabbing me by the scmff of the neck
and pointing my face in the direction God wants me to take. In this case, it is more a grip on my shoulder, turn¬
ing my body away from any headstrong, hasty involvement.” Having lived outside Liberia for more than forty
years, there is much to leam in order to be an effective mediator, peacemaker, and reconciler to his own country.
As long as the single defining reality in Africa is war, countries like Liberia, Sudan, and Zimbabwe will require
ITC to focus on training and education for conflict resolution, peace through truth-telling, and reconciliation.
Peace is needed, reconciliation is needed. To have either or both of these, we must pursue tmth and forgiveness.
Rehabilitation of war- tom societies arid their development will follow when peace prevails. Let us do what the
WORD says, “Seek peace and pursue it.” t
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Other Ways You Can Support ITC!
ITC Annual Fund
The ITC Annual Fund is the cornerstone of support for unrestricted
operations. Have you made your contribution? Mail your gift to:
Office of Institutional Advancement
700 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, S.W.
Atlanta, Georgia 30314-4143
Phone: (404) 527-7719 Fax: (404) 614-6382
The ITC Art Fundraiser
Help Us Enhance Theological Education at
ITC.... “One painting at a time”
Take advantage of this
opportunity to decorate
your home or office with
beautiful, high quality art.
From February 1 through
May 31, 2005, twenty pen
cent (20%) of your pur¬
chase will be donated to the
Annual Fund at ITC. Visit
our official website and place your order TODAY!
www.itcartfundraiser.org. For additional information on
how you can support the ITC, call 404-527-7719.
Online Auction
ITC’s partnership with the Points of Light
Foundation, MissionFish and eBay Giving Works
allows you to sell an item on eBay Giving Works and
designate a portion of the proceeds to ITC.
• Go to the eBay website at www.ebay.com
• Click on Sign in OR, if you are not a registered
seller, click on Register
• Once registered, go to the eBay homepage
www.ebay.com
• Scroll down and click Giving Works (Charity)
on the left of the screen
• Scroll down to Shop by Nonprofits and click on
Search the directory
• The MissionFish, homepage will appear.
• Under Find Nonprofits type ITC into the By
Keyword field and click Search
• Go to Interdenominational Theological Center
and click on Sell on behalf of This Nonprofit.
Subscribe to Black Enterprise
Magazine
Now you can subscribe to Black Enterprise Magazine
at a reduced rate of $12 for a One-Year subscription
(new or renewed) and $6 for each subscription will
be contributed to ITC. Call (404) 527-7719 for
details.
Manna for the Month
ITC is launching a new program to provide regular spir¬
itual nourishment called “Manna for the
Month!” We will draw from the
best in bi-weekly chapel worship
services and other special pro¬
grams to provide you with a tape
or CD from the inspirational offer¬
ings experienced at ITC each
month. Sign up today and receive your
monthly “Manna” along with an attractive storage
device to catalog the best of the best of ITC inspira¬
tion. Call 404-527-7719 for more information.
Our Partners:
MissionFish
-tnrTT-li eb BLACKENTERPRISE
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Conference cont’d
gational successes, challenges and “lessons learned” will
be shared.
The MVP congregational life study examines four
building blocks of congregational vitality:
• Spiritual Connections: Understanding the many ways in
which worship and faith are expressed within and through'
out congregations
• Inside Connections: Exploring worshipers’ activities
within the faith community and how these ‘connec-
tions’ relate to one another
• Outside Connections: Assessing how congregations
reach out to serve persons in the community
• Identity Connection: Identifying the various segments
of congregations and how members view the future of
their faith communities
Leading experts in church, congregational and communi¬
ty development, such as the Rev. Drs. Kirbyjon
Caldwell, Windsor Village United Methodist Church,
Houston; Floyd Flake, Greater Allen A. M. E. Cathedral
of New York, Jamaica, Queens, and President of
Wilberforce University, Wilberforce, Ohio; Cynthia
Hale, Ray of Hope Christian Church, Decatur, GA;
Gerald Durley, Providence Missionary Baptist Church,
Atlanta; Lula Bailey Ballton, West Angeles Community
Development Corporation, Los Angeles; Michael Battle,
president of the Interdenominational Theological Center,
Atlanta; Dr. Ernie T. Hughes, Southern University, Baton
Rouge; Mr. Wheeler Winsted, Mentoring, Training &
Empowering Communities, LLC, Washington, DC; Nancy
Montoya, Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta; and distinguished
members of the ITC faculty, are slated to participate in what
promises to be an educational, informational, and spirit-
filled program.
To obtain more information on the conference or to
register, visit ITC’s Web site at www.itc.edu, or contact
conference director Ms. Denise Blake at 770.964.5045 or
mvp@itc.edu. t
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